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Again, if you find yourself getting behind in the daily reading,

don’t panic, and don’t quit it altogether — just pick up on the

day’s reading. So, if it’s Tuesday, and you haven’t been reading

in two weeks, just begin reading Tuesday’s daily reading.
Satan has a lot of schemes (Eph 6:11). One of his most

successful is discouragement: sometimes we get discouraged

with ourselves, and so we might just up and quit. Don’t allow

him to get down on yourself. “Faith comes by hearing, and

hearing by the word of God” (Rom 10:17). Get into the word

of God, and it will get into you!

Sunday = Luke 1:39 — 2:7

Monday = Luke 2:8 — 3:6

Tuesday = 3:7 — 4:30

Wednesday = 4:31 — 5:39

Thursday = 6:1-49

Friday = 7:1-50

Saturday = 8:1-56
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Gospel Meetings

¢ Sep 7-10 = Northeast in High Springs [John Zellner]7:30
pm.

¢ Sep 14-19 = Archer Church of Christ [Jim Lee] 7:30pm.

¢ Sep 21-26 = Trenton Church of Christ [Dee Bowman]7:30
pm.

¢ September 28 — October 3 = Spring Warrior in Perry [Steve
Dewhirst] 7:30 pm.

Out of Town
Jerad & Marissa Black * Buddy & Hildreth Johnson

This Week’s Birthdays
Chase Gregory (Thu) * [da Mae Watson (Thu)
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THINGS REVEALED

“Ifthen you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on
things above, not on things on the earth.”

— Colossians 3:1-2 —
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Your Obituary Has
Already Been Written

By Roger Blackwelder - Chapman Acres - Huntsville, AL

== ast week the Bloomberg news group released the obituary
for Steve Jobs, founder of Apple computers. He was
praised for making personal computers more acces-
Yy sible and revolutionizing the cell phone. Bloomberg’s
comments were complimentary and brief in honoring the
memory of one of the computer industry’s greats.

The only problem with the report was the fact that Steve
Jobs is not in fact a memory. He is alive, and by all subsequent
reports, doing well. The release of the obituary was entirely ac-
cidental.



When pressed as to how such a thing could happen, the
Bloomberg group revealed a little secret: news services maintain
short obituaries for scores of famous people. The short obitu-
aries are kept on file, ready for immediate release upon news
of the death of any famous person. So, if you are famous, your
obituary has already been written.

In a sense, this is true of everyone, famous or not. Though it
may not be in print, your obituary has already been written too.

Of Abel, the Hebrews writer says, “By faith Abel offered to
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he ob-
tained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts;
and through it and he been dead still speaks” (11:4).

Abel continues to be remembered today. Though we know
of no sermons that he preached, his deeds continue to speak
long after his death. Through his actions, Abel was writing his
own obituary. Through our actions, we are all writing our obitu-
aries — the testimonies about our lives that will follow after us.

Some have written derogatory obituaries for themselves,
their wicked deeds serving as warning for all generations to
come.

Jude compared the false teachers up his day to three infa-
mous characters, saying, “Woe to them! For they have gone in
the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for
profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah” (Jude 11).

Cain preferred to worship God as Cain desired instead of as
God desired. He offered an unacceptable sacrifice and slew his
brother who’s acceptable offering cast him in a bad light (Gen-
esis 4:1-8).

Balaam wanted to get paid. Balak, king of Moab, hired
Balaam to curse the Israelites who are marching towards his
kingdom. Balaam could only speak the words God put in his
mouth, but he earned his money by advising Balak to subvert
Israel through idolatry and immorality (Numbers 31:16).

Korah challenged the organization of Israel’s priesthood. He

desired that the duties of ministering before the Lord extended
to include all tribes and not just the Levites (Numbers 16).
Each of these three men wrote derogatory obituaries, con-
demning themselves in the process. Is that the kind of the
obituary that you are writing?
Hebrews 11, where Abel is praised, is an obituary of another
kind. Each entry is brief, usually highlighting a single, righteous
act for which those listed are remembered.
¢ Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain (v. 4).
¢ Enoch walked with God in a time of great wickedness and
was translated, never seeing death (v. 5).

¢ Noah built the ark as God directed to the saving of himself
and his household (v. 7).

¢ Abraham left the security of his home and sojourned as a
pilgrim in the land of promise (v. 8).

The Hebrews writer continues, listing person after person,
before reaching a conclusion: “And what more shall I say? For
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
of David and Samuel and the prophets” (Heb 11:31). The list of
Old Testament people worthy of praise is just too long to recite.

Based upon the things you have and are doing, where would
you find yourself remembered? Would you be listed among the
infamous in Jude or among the faithful in Hebrews?

You are writing your own obituary, and whether you real-
ize it or not, people are reading it. When those around you view
your life, do they see an example worthy of following? Do they
see an example of indifference and lethargy? Do they see an
example of hypocrisy, of one calling out, “Lord, Lord” on Sunday
but denying him by daily life?

Your obituary is already written, but so long as you live, you
are still writing. Through faith and repentance, you can still

make it one worth reading.



