Variows Quotations About szer

[fI could hear Christ praying for me in the next room,
I would not fear a million enemies. Yet distance
makes no difference. He is praying for me.

— Robert M. McCheyne —

Arguments never settle things,
But prayer changes things.

P rayer is profitable whenever it is practiced.

Our business in prayer is, not to prescribe but to sub-
scribe to the wisdom and will of God; to refer our case
to Him, and then leave it with Him.

Without prayer

no work is well done.

Daily prayers lessen daily cares.
P rayerless pews make powerless pulpits.
Do not face the day until you have faced God.

Change matters of care to matters of prayer.
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THINGS ABOVE

“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth”
—[ Colossians 3:1-2 —
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No Dictionary Needed

By Dene Ward

came across a passage a few weeks ago that suddenly
spoke to me. I must have read it hundreds of times, but

for the first time I really saw it.

Lydia, in Acts 16, heard the gospel and was baptized. Paul and
Silas were traveling and obviously had no place to stay so she
said, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come

into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.”
y

Lydia was a new Christian. She lived away from her home-
town Thyatira. On her own she had discovered a place of

prayer by the riverside where she met with other women



to worship God. Now Paul and Silas have come along and
taught her about the new way, which she accepted with an

open heart.

There is a lot there to be admired and spoken about, but think
about this. She had many things in her way, including this:
What Paul and Silas were teaching was obviously not popular
among the majority of the people who formed her customer
base — they wound up in the Philippian prison as a matter of
fact.

But despite her needs as a new Christian, one in less than op-
timum circumstances, she begged them to let her be the one
to serve. It was not, “Come show me how wonderful this new
way really is by doing as much for me as possible.” Instead it
was, “What can I do now that I am a Christian? If you don’t
allow me to serve your needs, you must not think I am really
faithful” and with that reasoning she practically forced Paul

and Silas to accept her service.

Imagine if we all had that attitude. Imagine if — instead of
complaining because “the preacher didn’t come see me in the
hospital” — our attitudes were: “I am so glad to be well again
so I can help those folks who need me.” Imagine if, instead of
whining that “The sermon is too long and the singing is bor-
ing, and the prayers make me fall asleep,” we said: “I wonder
if there is any way I can help those men who serve so well

and so faithfully” Imagine if, instead of griping about the

dead church we had the bad luck to be a part of, we spent our
time actively searching for those who need help, and wore
ourselves out serving them. Imagine if the church were full of

Lydias, instead of people like me (and you?).

Even a new Christian with very little knowledge can do what
she did. Faithfulness is not a matter of how much you know;
it is a matter of trusting God in whatever circumstances you
find yourself and joyfully and willingly serving others. If you
have judged me faithful, allow me to serve you. When will
we ever get it through our heads that James did not know any
Calvinists when he wrote,

If a brother or sister be naked and in lack of

daily food, and one of you say unto them, Go

in peace, be warmed and filled; and yet you give

them not the things needful to the body; what

does it profit? Even so faith, if it has not works,

is dead in itself. Yes, a man will say, You have

faith, and I have works: show me your faith

apart from your works, and I by my works will

show you my faith (James 2:15-18).

No, he was not writing to Calvinists, James was writing to

Christians!

It doesn’t take a great scholar to figure out the true definition
of faithfulness, just a Christian who has truly been converted

to the greatest Servant ever known.



