Announcements

Sick (cf. James 5:13—16)
Carrell Arrington * Jo Byrnes * Betty Cannon * Sleatha Gore
Essielene Henderson * Faye Kilpatrick
Bonnie Lord’s father (bro. Derrick, Cullman AL)

Upcoming Gospel Meetings

+ September 13—16 * Trenton congregation * Don Truex
preaching * 7:30 pm Sunday through Wednesday.

+ September 20—25 * Spring Warrior congregation in
Perry * Rick Liggin preaching * Monday through Friday,
7:30 PM.

+ September 27 — October 2 * Chiefland congregation *
John Zellner preaching * regular times Sunday * 7:30 pm

each night Monday through Friday.

Ladies Get-Together

Tonight after evening worship services at the home of Ida

Mae Watson.

New Quarter Beginning Next Sunday

September 6th marks the beginning of our fall quarter.

Meeting at 211 NE 2nd Street in beautiful Chiefland, Florida
PO Box 2539 # Chiefland FL 32644 # (352) 493-1242

THINGS ABOVE

“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth”
—][ Colossians 3:1-2 —
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No Remedy
By Ethan R. Longhenry

And the LorDp, the God of their fathers, sent to
them by his messengers, rising up early and send-
ing, because he had compassion on his people, and on
his dwelling-place: but they mocked the messengers of
God, and despised his words, and scoffed at his proph-
ets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his peo-
ple, till there was no remedy (2 Chronicles 36:15-16).

The story of Israel is a story of constant rebellion
against God. The people of Israel were willing to be-



lieve that God existed, but that did not stop them
from serving other gods or to otherwise do what they
thought they should do. We learn from the prophets
that the rich oppressed the poor, the rulers freely en-
gaged in political machinations contrary to God’s in-
tentions, and the people did as they pleased.

God continually sent prophets to Israel, warning them
of their upcoming doom if they did not change their
ways. But there were always other “prophets” who said
that everything was just fine, and God would save His
people because He was God and they were His people.
The rulers and the people preferred to listen to the easy
message and not the more challenging one. And for a
few hundred years, everything seemed to be just fine.

But then the time came when Israel exhausted God’s
great patience and loving kindness toward them. In 722
BCE, the northern Israelites were conquered by Assyria
and soon exiled. A similar fate befell Judah at the hands
of the Babylonians in 586 BCE. There was nothing else
that God could have done. There was no remedy.

This is a powerful message for us to consider. Peter
informs us in 2 Peter 3:9 that God’s patience toward
us is the only reason why this world continues to ex-

ist. There are plenty of people who continue to rebel

against God. Many such people even believe that He
exists, but they still go ahead and serve other “gods”
and do as they please. There is still plenty of oppres-
sion and political machination going on. And for the
past two thousand years, everything has seemed to be
just fine.

We may stand up and proclaim God’s truth and the
consequences for disobedience, but there are always
others who indicate that everything is fine, and that
God will somehow eventually save a lot of people or
even everyone. Unfortunately, guess which message is

better received?

Yes, God has been quite patient with us, and has shown
us great kindness by allowing us to have life, let alone
the fact that He gave His Son for our redemption (Ro-
mans 5:5—11). But a day will come when there will be
no more remedy, the patience of God will be exhausted,
the Lord will return, and everyone’s eternal fate will be

sealed (2 Peter 3:9—12, Revelation 20—22).

Let us not be as Israel and exhaust God’s patience. Let
us cease rebelling against our Creator, and serve Him
according to His will, so that we may obtain redemp-

tion!
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